
 

 

Dear friends and family, 
 
 
Happy New Year! We hope you all had a wonderful Christmas.  We didn’t manage to 
get a newsletter out in December as we had planned, but, this last couple of months 
have been quite an adventure! When we wrote to you in November we were planning 
a trip to Reynosa the week before Thanksgiving to deliver some of the hats, scarves 
and gloves for the children.  We also planned on attending the dedication of the new El Camino church building in colo-
nia Quince de Enero.  Well, two days before we were to leave, Jan walked into George’s office in our home to ask him a 
question and fell backwards onto the floor and had a seizure.  George could get no response from her, and, it totally 
freaked him out as he called 911.  She came to in the ambulance but knew nothing of what happened.  Also, she was very 
confused.  She spent three days in the hospital, had many tests, MRI, heart catheterization, EEG, EKG, it seemed as 
though they checked everything.  It was determined that the seizure happened because of the fall from the attic above the 
garage she had three years ago.  The neurologist said most seizures from a head injury don’t happen for many years.  
Sometimes it’s as long as 10 years after the accident.  The seizure caused a weakness in her heart, called “Tako-

tsubo” (google that on the internet for a lot of 
interesting information). The cardiologist 
said it is temporary and with medication 
should be fine in six to eight weeks.  When 
she came home, we found a new, permanent 
neurologist, who put her on an anti-seizure 
medication that didn’t cause such ill effects 
as the medicine the hospital gave her. On 
December 8, she had a follow-up EEG.  We 
went to the neurologist on December 16, ad 
were told that the EEG was normal. She will 
probably have to be on anti-seizure medica-
tion the rest of her life, but as log as she 
takes it, the probability of another seizure is 
very remote. On January 3, she had a follow-
up echocardiogram.  Then on the 5th, we 
went to the cardiologist, who told us that her 
heart was, again, completely normal. It has 
taken her several weeks to regain her 
strength and all her memory.  Well, at least 
her strength. She says she lost her memory 
many years ago being married to George.  
We appreciate all your prayers, and thank 
you so much.  The biggest problem she has 
is she cannot drive for six months.  That is 
the law once a person has had a seizure.  She 
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Jan at the home of Rosa and Sabas Sandoval.  We have 
known and loved them since 1992, when we started 

working with World Servants. 



had to give up some of her volunteer activities and has to rely on George for transportation.  We have so 
many friends and neighbors who have volunteered to drive her around, but, you know how hard it is to not 
just get in the car and go.  Oh well, another lesson learned. Be grateful for all the activities you can do. 

 
Because of all this, many of our plans 
were suddenly changed. We had planned 
on attending the several parties at 
churches in Reynosa, but, were unable to.  
We went to Reynosa the 2nd week in De-
cember and delivered over 400 sets of the 
hats, gloves, and scarves to five pastors.  
Four of the pastors met us on the US side 
to help us get everything across the bor-
der.  We gave the pastors the gifts for the 
Feed My Sheep children and the children 
in their church to pass out, so we do not 
have pictures of the children getting the 
gifts. We did get a couple of pictures 
from Desiderio, but, the gifts were still in 
the Christmas bags that Jan had prepared. 
We will be going to Reynosa on January 
10, so, if we can get some pictures of the 
kids wearing their gifts, we will put them 
in the next newsletter. But the smiles 
and” thank- yous” from the pastors was 
all we needed to know they were so ap-
preciated.  The week before Christmas it 
got very cold.  The highs were not much 
over 45 degrees.  It was also rainy and 
cloudy.  You might not think that is cold, 
but with homes and schools with no heat 
and very little insulation, it is cold.  We 
want to thank all of you who sent the 
hats, scarves and gloves we praise God 
for you. While in “the Valley” we also 
had a chance to visit with Rosa and Sabas 
Sandoval, whom many of you know and 
love.  Rosa recently has had some health 
problems and is slowing down some. But, 
it is to be expected.  Rosa is 87 and Sabas 
will soon be 90! 
 
While in Reynosa we spent the night at 
Olga’s home and had dinner there with 
Hugo, Sylvia, Fernando and Michelle.  

We realize they are as family to us.  We exchanged gifts and had a wonderful early Christmas with them.  
There are so many friends that live in Reynosa that God has given us over the years.  We are so grateful and 
praise God for them. 
 
 So far we have five American groups and eleven Mexican groups booked for 2012.  We are praying for 
more.  There is still a bunch of work to be done at Desiderio’s church, La Luz Divina and Pastor David’s 
church, El Camino.  Enough to keep your church mission teams busy for a long time. We know many of 
you are still concerned about the violence, but, we want to assure you that the incidents are now very rare in 
Reynosa, and when they do occur, it’s usually at night. As often as we go there, we have never even seen 
any problems.  The pastors really want you all to come back. We are also very appreciative of all the dona-
tions we received over the holidays.  As we said, our finances were getting very low, but, thanks to the gen-

Pastors Valente and Desiderio who met us at the 
border to cross the hats, gloves and scarves. We 

were also met by to others, Isidro and David.  

The kids at La Luz Divina have their party. The 
white bags you see  contain the gifts. 



erosity of many of you, we seem to be on pretty solid footing for 2012. We know God is blessing us and 
we look forward to all He is going to do this year.  We will be going to Reynosa to be with the first 
American team coming from Halltown, Missouri, January 10.   Please keep them in your prayers, as they 
work with a pastor in Reynosa.  Have a great New Year and come on down. 
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Vamonos Community Ministries 
3422 Foxbriar Lane   Cibolo, Texas  78108 

Phone George (830)237-1162  Jan (830)237-1661 
email  vamonos@satx.rr.com 

Visit our Web Page at www.vamonos.org 

If you have asked to receive this newsletter online, but are still getting it in the mail, it is probably because we 
do not have your email address.  If you would like to get it online, email us at Vamonos@satx.rr.com. 

The new El Camino Church in Colonia Quince de Enero.  On the right, Pastor 
David is very happy in his new facility! 

But, as you can see, there is still much to be done.  Classrooms, windows, 
doors…. You name it! 
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Praises:   
 
Jan’s recovery from her injuries 
A further decrease in violent incidents in Reynosa 
Year end donations that came in for both the camp and Feed My Sheep programs 
Additional people committing to monthly support 
American groups beginning to return 
Great support for the hats, gloves and scarves program. 
 
Prayer requests: 
 
Patience for Jan as she waits until May to drive again 
Continued decrease in violence in Reynosa  
More American churches to put aside their fears and return to help the Mexican churches.. 
Assistance to complete the work on the El Camino and Luz Divina churches 
Additional commitment from people to monthly ministry support. 
 


