
 

 

Dear friends and family, 
 

This is the month of Thanksgiving, and we have much to be thankful for.  Many of 
you have heard about the electrical problems that we have had at the camp.  We have 
not been able to host groups for the last 2 months.  The week of October 25, a group 
from First EPC in Anna, Illinois came down and worked on the house of Jose Luis 
Muñoz.  This church has worked with us for many years.  They helped build most of 
the buildings at the camp, so we felt bad that we had to put them up at another facility because of our electrical problem.  
We spent 3 days with them and enjoyed working in VBS, sharing meals and taking them on a tour to visit churches and 
schools that we work with.  Thank you, First EPC for coming and being so understanding about our problem!   

The problem is the source of the electricity.  The lines that 
come in from the road go across our neighbor’s property.  10 
years ago, when we connected, there was an agreement be-
tween the property owner and Aaron.  The man has since 
died, and, as you all know, Aaron passed away last year.  
Our neighbor’s sons thought it would be a good idea to try to 
get some money from the “rich” Americans.  They said that 
if we didn’t pay a rather exorbitant sum of money, they’d 
turn off the electricity.  He said he’d leave it on so Olga 
would have power, but, as soon as he saw a lot of cars, he’d 
shut it off.  We, of course refused and have been looking at 
other options.  Through much prayer and the wise counsel of 
Hugo, we waited.  Hugo had another meeting with the man 
last week, and God has softened his heart.  He said if we’d 
just help him financially with some of the maintenance to 
the lines, we’d be fine.  So, praise God, we are open, again.  
The biggest impact was had on the Mexican churches.  This 
is a real slow time of the year for American mission groups, 
but, Mexican churches were calling daily to reserve the 
camp.  It also had a big impact on our cooks.  With no 
groups, we had no need for cooks, and so they all lost their 
income for that period of time.  So, please pray for our 

neighbors and their families, that we will all be a blessing to them and that we have a good relationship in the future.  We 
also give thanks for Hugo and his wisdom in getting us through this difficult time. 
 
Last month, we were asked by the El Camino Church in Colonia Quince de Enero (the 2nd church Aaron started) to help 
them feed children at the new day care that they started.  Since you all have been so faithful in supporting the Feed My 
Sheep program, we felt we would be able to handle it financially, so we went there for a visit.  There are 12 babies and 
toddlers in the program.  There are 2 women who work there from 5:30 AM til 5:30 PM, Monday through Friday.  They 
are paid $40.00 per week.  The parents pay $10.00 per week per child.  2 of the moms are single wit 3 – 4 pre-school 
children.  It was startling to see so few supplies, little food, and hardly no infant seats, swings of toys for the children.  
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The group from First EPC visits the El 
Sendero Feed My Sheep program. 



We made a commitment to furnish breakfast to the children and also asked for a list of needed supplies.  
One of the things on the list was a microwave for heating bottles and cereal.  We had an extra one at the 
camp were weren’t using, so we were able to take it to them the next day.  They had some children’s cas-
sette tapes, but no cassette player.  We happened to have the one that Jan uses for the children’s program at 
our church in San Antonio with us in the car, so we gave them that, also.  We prayed for the daycare and 
asked God to care for it and provide for their needs.  When we arrived home the next day, we found a large 
box at our door.  We opened it to find it full of baby supplies… clothes, toys, bottles and other useful 
things.  It was from a friend of ours in Oregon who had been at the camp several years ago.  She has sent us 
things in the past, but, never baby items.  See, God supplied our need before we even knew we had it!  
Then, yesterday, a couple from our Small Group at church heard we’d given away our CD/cassette player, 
and brought Jan 2 that they had and didn’t use!  So, do you want to be blessed?  Give stuff away!  At the 
end of this letter, we included a list of opportunities to help you get rid of your “stuff”. 
 

During our tour with the group from Anna, we 
visited the school in Pedro J. Mendez.  Ameri-
can groups started building this school 6 years 
ago, and now it has brand new buildings and 
over 600 children in attendance.  Last summer, 
our friend, John Gunden brought 3 groups 
down and built a new library building for them.  
The Director of the school told us that there 
will be a large ceremony next month to offi-
cially name the building the “Aaron Berman 
Memorial Library”.  What an honor for our 
dear friend and his family.  As we toured, he 
made known their great need for books… espe-
cially in English.  They have a full time Eng-
lish teacher, but, they’d like a supply of books 
in English that the kids can check out. 
 
For several years, the El Sendero Church in 
Colonia Pedro J. Mendez (the 3rd church that 
Aaron started) has been really struggling.  The 
pastor lived about 45 minutes away, and only 

The new El Camino day care center.  On the left, Jan and our friend Amy, from Anna, 
Illinois, hold some of the younger ones.  The little girl on the right will begin receiving 
breakfast every day because of your faithful support of the Feed My Sheep program. 

The future 
Aaron J. Berman Memorial Library 



came on Sundays.  So this once thriving 
church was down to 7 -8 people.  At the end of 
the summer, they got a new pastor.  His name 
is Ishmael and he has a wonderful, little, tiny 
wife and 3 sons.  He started in August and 
already has the attendance back up to 35 – 40.  
Pastor David Medrano from El Camino has 
been helping him out, and it’s a real blessing 
to see these two dedicated men working to-
gether.  Ishmael needs Sunday School materi-
als, so, if your church has extra Bible pictures 
or materials, send them down and we’ll get 
them to the church.  He also shared his need 
for a vehicle, as they have none.  So, if you 
know of anyone who has an unneeded vehicle 
that they’d like to send to Mexico, let us know 
that, as well. 
 
Please keep us in your prayers.  We don’t like 
it to sound like we are always asking for dona-
tions of things.  We have been so blessed by 
giving our lives to serve our Lord Jesus Christ.  
We want you to know that what Jesus said is true, ”It is more blessed to give than to receive”.  How 
will you be able to receive this blessing if we don’t make you aware of  what the needs are? 
 
As we write this, we are approaching election day.  By the time you receive it, the election will be over.  
We hope you will join us in praying for our country’s future.  God promises that He will be with us 
always, caring for our needs. Happy Thanksgiving. 
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Vamonos Community Ministries 
3422 Foxbriar Lane   Cibolo, Texas  78108 

Phone George (830)237-1162  Jan (830)237-1661 
email  vamonos@satx.rr.com 

Visit our Web Page at www.vamonos.org 

If you are receiving this by mail and would like to get it online, email us at Vamonos@satx.rr.com. 

Jan with Pastor Ishmael and family.  They 
have El Sendero back on track to be the vi-

brant church it once was. 

Day Care Center 
 

Size 12 mo. – 5 clothes 
Carpet for the cold floor 

2 swings 
2 walkers 

2 children’s tables and chairs 
Toys for infant – 5 years old 

School in Pedro J. Mendez 
 

English books for the library 
Air Conditioner 

El Sendero Church 
 

Vehicle for Pastor Ishmael 
Sunday School Supplies. 

Physical Needs 



 3422 Foxbriar Lane 
Cibolo, Texas  78108 
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Praises:   
 
Resolution to our electrical problems 
Great trip with the Anna group 
Jose Luis’ granddaughter continues to improve 
Fran Cenzer is cancer free after her chemo treatments. 
 
Prayer requests: 
 
Start up of the new day care feeding program 
Jose Luis’ granddaughter still faces more surgery 
Tim Shell’s continued improvement 
Grace Community Church and our ministries there 
Groups to book the camp now that we have electricity 


